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relief in the face of adversity
In a parched land on the knife’s edge of 
existence, battered by terrorism, and knee-
dropped by the Covid virus, hunger hovers 
at the door like a sharp-toothed shadow, 
seeking to snatch its weakest and most 
often its youngest victims.  Numbers don’t 
lie, things aren’t improving.
At the Oasis of Hope, we had a bumper 
influx of 85-babies, including five sets of 
triplets and 13-sets of twins. We furnished 
formula and bottles for the babies, sacks 
of rice and beans for the mothers and 
parents, mosquito nets and repellent for the 
families. We gave baby carriers to mothers 
riding bicycles to help them carry multiple 
babies along with the food, formula, and 
other supplies. We paid for necessary 
medications and for the extremely ill to be 
treated at local hospitals and clinics.
We stock ready-to-eat foods such as canned 
fish, evaporated milk, sacks of roasted 
peanuts, and drinking water for the most 
desperately hungry. We do what we can, 
but at times we know it is not enough.
We give hope to widows, wives, and single 
women in our sewing program. We cover 
most of the cost of new sewing machines, 
provide tables, and sufficient sewing 
supplies to start a business. We have started 
a literacy program using the Bible as the 
text and plan to offer business classes 
before the end of the year. Because of the 
burgeoning number of babies, we plan to 
open a second distribution center to reduce 
distances the mothers must travel.
God is always good.
Don & Janet Guizetti



One exciting focus of our time in country this Spring 
has been water projects. Earlier this year, villages 
needing water were identified, survey teams were sent 
out to determine where to drill and in the case of a 
refurbishment whether there was a good source of 
water below the broken pump. In total, 12 villages were 

identified that needed a new source of water and 14 
existing wells were found with a good source of water 
below but a broken down pump. 

Water is essential for life and the Living Water is 
necessary for eternal life. The Lord led the team to drill 
in this small village and He gave them a huge source of 
water. This will be a community well and it is located just 
20 meters from the church. Now every day the village 
women will gather here to draw natural water as they 
hear about Jesus who loves them so much.

We visited the refurbishment of this pump. The well 
was drilled in 2002 and there is a large source of water 
beneath the pump. But, the pump was broken and the 
well had not been used for 5 years! The refurbishment 
process involves removing the old pump, all of the tubing 
and the cylinder and replacing these with new materials 
and a new hand pump. Look at the joy on the faces of the 
women and children as their new pump produced clean 
water for the first time in 5 years!

Ruth Cox and Linda Wilk

natural water - the living water

A year of pandemic restrictions has definitely had an 
impact on the local church in our city just as it has all 
around the world. It’s easy to be short-sighted and say 
that this impact has been negative... but in truth, we 
have seen such beautiful things. We have seen the Lord 
provide in mighty ways. We were able to keep paying 
rent for the historical landmark that we meet in—which 
is not cheap! It’s a strategic location that, when open, 
allows many to come in with questions. In an economic 
crisis that has left many brothers and sisters struggling 
financially, we have had enough funds to help bear the 
burden of groceries and bills. At the end of October, our 
city was hit with a very destructive earthquake, leaving 
thousands of families displaced. God provided ways for 
us to share the love of Christ in tangible ways. Though we 
have been distanced from each other, the times we were 
able to meet in person were sweeter than ever. Our social 
media accounts and website have proved to be effective in 

sharing the gospel and 
seeing people come to 
faith. Last May/June a 
man in a wheelchair 
contacted us via 
Facebook and asked 
if it would be possible 
for him to come. He 
later brought his wife, 
mom and children—
they are all now 
believers! Yes, this 
year has been difficult 
in many ways, but God is, as he has always been, able 
to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine! 
Hallelujah!

Middle East Missionaries 

christ’s love is tangible



As the Wendpouiré Project continues to grow, I am 
constantly being stretched beyond anything I thought 
was ever possible. Working with children that are sick or 
terminally ill will never be an easy job. It can be a roller-
coaster of emotions. We have shared stories that have 
beautiful victories and tragic endings. However, one of my 
favorite things about the Wendpouiré Project is being able 
to come alongside families that are in a state of uncertainty 
or distress and letting them know that they are not alone 
and giving them a glimpse of Jesus. 

After coming to the orphanage looking for help- we 
met Grandma and Baby F. We were told that Baby F was 
abandoned by her mother at her grandmother’s gate. The 
mother said “she’s not normal” and just left. We do not have 
all the answers (and may never have good ones), but we get 
to offer Grandma a place to come, receive food, diagnostics, 
medicine and support that she is lacking. Grandma is so 

strong! She is going against cultural norms that say that 
Baby F is not worthy of being cared for. She is a hero! 

We have the awesome privilege of loving and assisting 
Grandma and Baby F through this process. We do not know 
what the future holds for this precious family, but what we 
do know is that we are honored to be a small part of it! 

“It matters to the ONE”!

Becky Schroeder

exiled in 
america

Life has taken a dramatic change since 
being expelled from the Middle East in 
May 2019. After living there twenty-two 
years, it felt like it would be home for the 
rest of my life. But now the local government 
considers me persona non grata. It does not look like I will 
be able to return anytime soon. From my arrival in 1997, I 
knew expulsion was a possibility. This is a country of eighty 
million who take great pride in their Muslim identity. So 
preaching the Gospel and making disciples has provoked a 
harsh reaction. Particularly over the past two years, many 
missionaries have been expelled. Persecution against the 
church is increasing. In spite of this, more people are coming 
to faith in Christ, and the Church is growing. 
I am seeking the Lord for direction about where to go 
next. Had it not been for the complication brought on by 
Covid-19, I likely would be on another mission field by 
now. As travel restrictions permit, I plan to explore ministry 

opportunities among this same people group, but who live in 
countries like Bulgaria, North Macedonia, Kosovo, Greece, 
and Azerbaijan. I am already in contact with local believers 
and ministries in some of these places. Please pray for me! 
Ironically, while so many people in the world are trying to 
get to America, this pandemic has me feeling like an exile in 
my home country! I have had some good times reconnecting 
with family and friends over these past two years, but it has 
also been a trial of faith and patience. I am eager to get back 
on the mission field. 
Thank you greatly for your prayers and financial support, 
especially during this difficult season of life. God bless you! 
Matt Black

they are not alone
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Sponsorship is always important.  
For Ouifama, it’s super important!  
If she wants to advance this year in school, 
she needs a sponsor now to help pay her 
school fees! Would you be her sponsor?

sponsorship Details Go to 
take-action.sheltering-wings.com/hema-ouifama-deborah

Your sponsorship will provide continuing support to 
this child. You may give upfront to this child by selecting 
the number of months support you want to contribute 
upfront today. Once your upfront months of payment 
have passed, you will be billed on a schedule according to 
your request. Please send any inquires about sponsorship 
to info@shelteringwings.org

Would you be Oufama’s sponsor?




