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unless the lord builds the house
In the midst of a world-wide pandemic, flooding and droughts, increased
terrorist activity, schools and hospitals closed and many displaced people due to
all of these challenges, our God is continuing to work in our region of ministry.
We are thankful that our sponsored children are still in school and that our
sponsored widows are still being cared for by loving national pastors.
We are also thankful that the local church is growing and expanding! Our goal
this year is to build ten new church buildings in small villages where evangelism
has occurred and where there is a small group of believers meeting together.
And, we are happy to report that we are right ‘on track’ in meeting our goal!
Several village pastors in our region have had to evacuate because of
increased terrorist presence and many churches have been visited by
bands of terrorists and were told to close. But, even if the pastor has
evacuated for a temporary time, prayer meetings and Sunday services are
still being held in these churches by deacons and leaders of the churches.
In some cases, leaders from neighboring churches are traveling to their
sister churches and are holding meetings and encouraging the believers
while the pastors are away.
In spite of challenges and persecution we give glory to our God because
new believers are turning to Christ, being discipled, being baptized, and are
growing in their new faith!
Ruth Cox and Linda Wilk

what’s in a name?
“When I look at this little one in my arms and think of her
mom, my soul creeps into my eyes.”
These are the words spoken by a host mom as she holds
a baby girl found with her umbilical cord still attached
in a bundle of cloth outside a medical clinic. Through
a police search, no biological family could be found so
this little one was placed in the care of this host mom.
The host mom herself is a widow with four sons. She had
a daughter, who did not survive infancy, so she finds it
significant that since becoming a host mom every child
placed in her home has been a baby girl. She loves each as
her own.
When this new baby came into our care, our spiritual
director poured through a Bible reference book in
choosing her a name. Her name is Jochebed.

A woman whose name is often forgotten, but whose
legacy is not. We may not remember Jochebed, but the
faithfulness of the children the biblical Jochebed bore has
been told for generations. I get chills when I think about
this little one, who started life so tragically, carrying this
name of promise and faithfulness. The name speaks of
miracles that won’t be seen for another generation. This
baby reminds me generations will reap what we sow.
Thank you for your role in making Jochebed’s future
possible. For your sacrifice, giving, prayers, and dreams
that the Host Families can be ready with open arms
when there is a baby in crisis. We each have a part to play
in this story, a story God will keep writing beyond our
generation.
Sara Matheny

Jochebed, like the mother of Moses.

every time

god provides
I would like to share my testimony
with you how God provides
every time!
I help Don and Janet at Oasis of
Hope with the sewing project and
the baby project. It is a privilege and
a joy to be able to share God’s love
with the people in need in this West African country.
I come on short term mission trips of 3-6 months. God
has provided with a job every time again when I go back
home to the Netherlands! I have been able to go back to
my job three times now.
Last time when I came back to the Netherlands my
employer said I couldn’t come back. So I worked at
another company for a few weeks and that work stopped.
The day after hearing I was out of a job, my mother called
me and said that she would be admitted in the hospital
that weekend for an operation. We knew she would
have the operation sometime, but had not expected it so
quickly. I was thankful for God’s perfect timing because
I was able to visit her at the hospital and take care of her

when she got out of the hospital, as
I didn’t have to work. The Friday
before she was admitted I called my
employment agency to round up my
contract up with them concerning
the job. The lady said she wanted to
introduce me to another company.
I told her my mother was having an
important operation on her lungs and that I wanted to
see how that would go first. But I was just curious to hear
which company she wanted to introduce me. I was very
surprised to hear her say the company that I worked for
two times earlier! They had just contacted her that they
had a vacancy; exactly the job that I did before!! So I
told her I would contact her as soon as possible after the
operation of my mother.
Thankfully the operation of my mother went well! That was
a miracle from God too! My mother recovered very quickly
and two weeks later I had my old job back! I could not have
planned this myself, God is in control and takes care of me!
Jacqueline Van Ingen

opening hearts and homes
After years of caring for children in our orphanage, we
recognized that there were some children who would be
best served by being placed in an African home. These
children have been separated from their families for a
variety of reasons, but will likely be re-integrated back into
their families. For two years we have been in discussion
about what this ministry would look like. This past summer
we got together with local staff, pastors, and a social worker
to brainstorm and finalize the development of our Host
Family program.
We had an overwhelming response from our local church
in regards to orphan care. After speaking at church, 15
families signed up to hear more about how they could
become Host Families and open up their hearts and homes
to children in need.

tea time
Most Friday mornings you can find me on my front
porch, taking at least two hours to make tea. Does
that seem strange? Since moving back to the US from
West Africa three years ago, this is a practice that I
have cherished as it is a connection to the culture in
which we used to live. So you may have guessed that
it’s not normal tea! It’s West African tea and must be
cooked over a charcoal fire, which is why it is slow and
why it must be done outside. This forces me to pause
the hurried pace of my current job of administratively
supporting all our missionaries, while carving out time
to call and text my African friends.
Now I want to reflect on a cultural issue, and then ask
you a question. Taking two hours to make tiny shot
glasses of tea while visiting with friends may seem like
a shocking waste of time to you, maybe even painful.
It certainly did to me at first. Yet connecting with,
much less integrating into another culture is usually
uncomfortable on multiple levels. In fact, we cannot

We currently have five families who we have placed
children with and we are training others who will be ready
when the need arises.
Please pray for these families and for the children placed in
their homes. Pray for us to have wisdom and listen to the
Holy Spirit as he guides us.
If you want to know how to support our Host Family
program, drop us an email.
Amy Riddering

function in, nor learn the values of another culture
without being willing to be uncomfortable. While
Jesus walked this earth he showed us how differently
the culture of The Kingdom works. It made people
uncomfortable and turned many away. So here’s my
question: Like tea helps me connect to Africa, what
habits do you have or can you start that help fight
against a life of ease
and comfort in order
to dive more deeply
into the culture of
God’s Kingdom?
What spiritual
disciplines is God
prompting you to
add as you seek to
know him more?
May God guide
us all in this.
Philip Matheny
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Would you be ana’s sponsor?
My name is Ana. I live in a remote village in West Africa with my mother. My father
has died. Our home is a simple mud brick house with a tin roof. We do not have
access to electricity or running water. Even though I am young I help my family with
chores. One of my chores is to help care for my younger sibling. I also help cook, do
laundry and work in the fields during the growing season. Our primary crop is corn
but we also grow peanuts and beans.
This year (2020-2021) I am in the second grade. Our classes are very large. Often
more than 90 children. We often have to share books. Though the conditions are far
from good, I know having an education can improve my future.
I am hoping for a sponsor who will help me be able to continue my education. For less
than the cost of a daily cup of coffee you can provide tuition, school supplies, basic
medical care and twice- yearly donations of a 100 lb. sack of rice to help feed my
family and me. All this is possible for just $35 a month. Please consider the difference
you could make in my life by agreeing to become my sponsor. I would be truly blessed!

sponsorship Details

Your sponsorship will provide continuing support. You may give upfront by selecting the number of months support
you want to contribute upfront today with this link - http://take-action.sheltering-wings.com/Ana-Roamba. Once your
upfront months of payment have passed you will be billed on a schedule according to your request. Please send any other
inquires about sponsorship to info@shelteringwings.org.

