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pastors mobilized

Prayers have been answered. Fulfilling the
duties of pastoral ministry just got easier
for five pastors who live and work in remote
villages in West Africa.
A pastor we know was given a gift of a pair
of sheep. This generous gift was a blessing
to his family, but how would he bring the
animals home? His solution was to ride
his bicycle 35 km with his daughter seated
behind him to collect his sheep. This meant
he would have to hire a transport to bring
them back to his village.
Unfortunately, this situation is the norm
for many village pastors. They cannot
attend conferences or meetings occurring
any distance away. Personal enrichment
must often be sacrificed due to lack of
transportation.
Our hearts were moved to intervene, and
very generous donors stepped forward to
purchase new motorcycles for five deserving
men of God. Not only have their personal
lives improved, but the lives of those they
serve have also been enriched. Spiritual
counseling, visits to the sick and dying, and
other pastoral responsibilities now take
place as needed without having to borrow
a motorcycle. Rejoice with us over this
tremendous blessing!
In many ways, this past year presented many
challenges. However, God gave us twelve
productive new wells! In addition to this, ten
broken wells were repaired and refurbished,
and protective walls and water troughs were
constructed, thus providing clean, safe water
to more than 22,000 grateful people.
Thank you to all who helped make this
possible!
Linda Wilk and Ruth Cox

feeding jesus

Janet and I were
managing a Bible
translation center
in a West African
capital city when
God changed our
lives. We opened
our gate one night
to a faint knock. A
frightened mother was holding
a motionless, baby in her arms.
Horrified, Janet and I thought
the baby dead. We supplied
mom with formula for her baby,
brought her to a local clinic, and
paid for prescriptions to help
mom nurse her little boy.

Soon we could no longer feed
the growing number of babies
and mothers from our home. We
now have what once was a walled

riddering medical clinic
Our medical clinic not only cares for the children in the
orphanage and in our programs, but cares for families in
our community. We are often the last hope for people with
life-threatening illnesses. With no money, other clinics,
hospitals, and the government social services send many
desperate cases to us. We coordinate their care with hospitals
and surgeons and, in most cases, we cover all of the expenses.
These expenses include transportation, consultations,
hospital stays, surgeries, biopsies, scans, food during their
stay, surgeries, treatments, medications, and follow ups.
We currently have several people needing help. These are just
three of those cases.
Baker* has a very large tumor in his leg. His family
does not know how it started and cannot remember
any trauma. They thought it would go away on its own,
but it continued to grow. His parents did not take him
for medical care because they had no money. Finally,
someone told them about our clinic. Baker has had a
surgery to remove part of the tumor to have it biopsied.
The doctor expects the results to be cancer and another
surgery will be performed. Either they can safely remove
all of the tumor or his leg will need to be amputated. If
this is cancer, he will need chemotherapy.

homestead with chest-high desiccated weeds that now
resembles a real oasis. It fills every week with those
who are finding hope. Currently, we are feeding about
140 babies.
We now offer training in job skills, literacy, the Bible, and
nutrition. With God’s help we have faced many challenges.
Now we face our most worrisome challenge--rapidly rising
food costs—formula, rice, beans, peanuts, and chicken feed
for our growing flock of layers for egg distribution. Each
month we have more people in dire need coming to the
Oasis of Hope along with rising food costs.
Almost ten years later, that nearly dead baby (aptly named
“Welcome” in the local language) is a roughhousing
soccer player.
“When I was hungry you gave me meat... the King will
say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it
to me!’ Matthew 25:40
Amen.
Don & Janet Guizzetti

Rachel’s* stomach started to grow. She was afraid to go
to the doctor. When things got worse, she finally saw a
doctor. Her family scraped up all the money they had so
she could get a scan. She was told she has a problem with
her heart, liver, and kidneys. She was not given any other
information. She went home and continued on with daily
life until she started suffering and her stomach grew even
more. She was referred to us and we had to start from
scratch. It isn’t known yet what can be done for Rachel,
but we had some tests done and are awaiting results.
Andrea* is a good student. She started having problems
with her eyes but did not think anything of it. The
problem became visible as her eyes started to be pushed
out from behind and her vision became so bad that
she could no longer participate in school. Her dreams
were crushed. Someone had heard about our clinic and
brought her in. We are seeking help for Andrea. She
has seen several different doctors, received multiple
treatments and medications but nothing has helped. One
doctor said she has a tumor behind her eyes. We hope to
confirm this and see if there is a surgical solution. Her
eyes are getting worse every day.
We need prayers for the medical emergencies that come into
our clinic. If you would like to help, donations in any amount
can be made to our medical clinic.
Amy Riddering

the start of a new ministry
This past fall I made an exploratory trip to five different
countries in order to investigate ministry opportunities
among emigrants from where I used to work. I spent time
in five different countries. During this two-month trip I
visited some Christian workers whom I already knew. But
for the most part I was venturing into new places I had
never been to before, and meeting many people for the first
time. It was quite an educational adventure. Life got difficult
and lonely at times. But the Lord was with me through it
all, and I made many new friends. In virtually every place I
visited I encountered ministry needs and opportunities.
My heart is now particularly drawn to a region in one of
those countries. It is estimated that there are over 100,000
Muslims in the region, including the ethnic group among
whom I used to work.
In late summer or early fall of this year I plan to move to
that area. While visiting one particular city, I had quite
a surreal experience. It felt like I was right back where I
used to live with similar schools along with some of the
same banks and business franchises. I also befriended two

pastors of a local evangelical free church, and I believe this
city will be a good base from which to develop a ministry
in the region.
Please pray for me during this season of transitioning to a
new ministry focus overseas. God’s grace works in my life
through your prayers and support. Thank you!
Middle East Worker

* names have been changed or omitted and faces blurred to protect
those whom we are privileged to serve.
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You will receive a monthly update on
the children and special prayer requests.
Choose your monthly giving amount and
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of these special children.
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missionary conference

“The Christian vision of love isn’t the sacrificial heroism of the lone individual,
for Jesus doesn’t ask us to love the world all by ourselves. That’s not sustainable.” -Richard Beck
This week, for the first time since 2019, the Sheltering Wings
family gathered together from the various continents of
service. We are a team who love the world as we make our
homes all over the globe, and for one week the team got to be
face-to-face again.
The home office staff thought of everything so the week could
pamper the missionaries, promote spiritual conversation, and
simultaneously work towards organizational development.
One of the board members provided missionary care in the
form of gourmet sweets, and a very generous donor covered

all the lodging and food expenses for the missionaries.
With board members, missionaries, presenters, and visitors,
there were over forty people involved in the week, but since
some of them work in sensitive locations, these are all the
pictures I can share. They are working hard and playing hard.
I hope it’s enough to communicate the Sheltering Wings
family is a loving-the-world team. I already cannot wait until
the next chance to be face-to-face!
Sara Matheny

